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Speech Day 2015
On the evening of Friday November 20th, 2015, after the 
Thanksgiving Service to praise Our Heavenly Father for his 
blessings and munificence towards our school over the past 155 
years as part of DGS’s 155th Anniversary Celebration, the year’s 
Speech Day commenced. It was a merry occasion –one filled 
with good cheer and laughter as parents’ chatter reverberated 
throughout Symons Place while handshakes of recognition and 
appreciation were exchanged between girls, parents, teachers 
and guests. This year, we were honoured to be graced with the 
presence of Professor Deborah Chung, who flew in from New 
York, the Right Reverend Andrew Chan, Chairperson of the 
School Council, Mrs. Doris Ho, our School Supervisor, as well as 
distinguished members of the School Council to celebrate the 
wonderful achievements of our girls.

The Ceremony opened with a report on DGS Life in the past academic year 2014-2015 by DGS 
Headmistress Mrs. Stella Lau. After emphasizing the 5 pillars of the DGS Education, Mrs. Lau touched 
upon the achievements of our girls inside and outside of School over the past academic year. She also 
shared with us her personal thoughts as headmistress of this hallowed institution – the importance of 
finding a balance between work and play, and her reflections on the Schools with Innovative Future 
Technology Forum which was recently held at DGS (SWIFT), her conclusion that technology and 
innovation must be used with utmost care and consideration.

Professor Chung addressed our school with a brief account of her 
mother’s experiences as a DGS Old Girl, detailing her mother’s 
selfless decision to give up a university education to make way for 
her younger brother, and her painstaking travels over the “hump” 
(as the Himalayas was dubbed) during the Second World War as part 
of her nursing duties. Professor Chung then gave a short account 
of her own life, reminding us to be patient, to uphold our virtues as 
women of excellence and to maintain our spirit and vigour as we 
pursue our dreams and passions.

Following the joyous applause in recognition of the prizes and 
awards our girls had brought home over the past year, the senior 
girls gave stirring vote of thanks on behalf of the student body to 
express gratitude to the many parties who had played irreplaceable 

roles in their development as DGS girls. 
They pledged to strive for excellence 
and humility in the years to come, and 
their speeches were greatly applauded. 
Right Reverend Andrew Chan then 
ended the memorable evening with 
the Benediction, a reminder of the 
shower of blessings we had received 
as a School, and a prayer for continued 
prosperity and guidance.



2

Schools taking part include Hwa Chong Institution 
and Nanyang Girls’ High School from Singapore, 
Mission Heights Junior College from New Zealand, 
School No 19 from Tartarstan, and Waverley College 
and Shenton College from Australia. The Forum 
officially opened with addresses by  two keynote 
speakers, Professor Nancy Wong from the Center 
for Information Technology in Education (CITE), 
University of Hong Kong and Professor Wong Po 
Choi, Director of IT at Hang Seng Management 
College and developer of the Hong Kong Edcity 
online platform. This was followed by sharing in the 
afternoon by representatives from Diocesan Girls’ 
School and Nanyang Girls’ High School respectively 
of their experiences in the use of iPad as learning 
tools at their schools.

The morning of the second day involved inspiring sharing by School No 19 and Hwa Chong Institution respectively, 
whereby each shared ways in which to harness the power of students and teachers by setting clear pedagogical goals 
and expectations, allowing them to spearhead changes through technology. The afternoon session saw schools from the 
Australasian continent, namely Mission Heights Junior College, Waverley College and St. Edmund’s discussing ways they 
have changed the paradigm towards whole-school learning, incorporating ideas which liberate the process of learning.  
This was followed by a late afternoon visit to Shun Tak Fraternal Association Yung Yau College to see the best innovation 
practices by students there.

On the final day of the conference, member schools went on class visits to observe the implementation of IT learning 
pedagogy in different key learning areas at DGS. A total of eight different subjects were observed, including Chinese, 
English, Mathematics, Physics, Geography, Information Technology in Education, Physical Education and Music 
lessons. The day culminated with a forum conducted by Mr. Westley Field, who shared his views on school mission and 
leadership, followed by the official closing ceremony. 

All-in-all, the SWIFT forum proved very worthwhile as it enabled the participating schools to share the best teaching ideas 
and practices, and we were inspired and gratified by how much had been achieved. We look forward to attending the 4th 
S.W.I.F.T. forum in 2017.  

The 3rd Schools With Innovative Future 
Technology (S.W.I.F.T.) Round Table Forum
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On October 28th, thirty-five swimmers represented the school 
in the Inter-School Division I Swimming Championship held at 
Kowloon Park, bringing the 28th consecutive overall champion 
back to 1 Jordan Road. Our swimmers did exceptionally well 
this year and six new inter-school records were made. Winning 
the overall championship and Grand Slam was no easy feat. 
However, with the unfailing support and faith in us from our 
teachers, parents and peers, and also our unyielding efforts, the 
DGS legacy carries on. 

On top of daily after-school training sessions, swimmers also 
took part in an overnight training camp and sharing sessions 
conducted by the coach from the National Swimming 
Squad, ensuring that our swimmers were physically and 
psychologically prepared for the race. Ultimately, our blood, 
sweat and tears paid off, earning us the fruitful results. We are 
very proud of all our swimmers, especially Toto Wong, Tinky 
Ho, and the A Grade Freestyle relay team, comprising of Tam 
Hoi Lam, Yeung Pak Wai, Lau Sze Wing, and Hung Nok Yan, 
who set new records for the meet.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank our teachers 
for their heartfelt encouragement and devotion to the team. 
In addition, we would like to thank our coaches for spending so much time and energy on us. We must also extend our 
gratitude to our old girls, schoolmates and the cheering group, who came to support us, in spirit and in person. Finally, 
thanks must be given to our Headmistress, Mrs. Lau, for her unwavering guidance and support, and for being our pillar 
of strength all this time. 

DGS Swimming Team – The 28th 
Consecutive Overall Champion
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Dodgeball Team
In March 2015, our team participated in the Inter-School 
Dodgeball Championship. Everyone was extremely excited as 
this was our first dodgeball competition. Though it was intense, 
our team went all out in every round. Finally, we were the 
champion of the Kowloon District. 

Thanks must be given to our teachers-in-charge. Without their 
encouragement and help, the Dodgeball Club would not have 
come together. Lastly, thanks must also be given to Mrs. Lau, for 
her support and guidance for the team. The team will continue 
to strive for excellence.

Dragon Boat Team
Our school was invited by Young Post to 
participate in the Inter-School Dragon Boat 
Competition, which was held on 19th April, at 
the Hong Kong China Dragon Boat Association 
in Shek Mun, Sha Tin. Even though we were 
new to the sport, we persevered. At last, we 
were the overall champion of the Women’s’ 
Gold Cup. 

T h a n k s  m u s t  b e  g i v e n  t o  M r s .  L a u , 
our Headmistress for her support and 
encouragement, giving us the opportunity 
to take part in such a meaningful event. 
Moreover, we sincerely grateful to our 
coaches, Mr. Li, his team and our teachers-
in-charge, Mrs. Santos, Mr. K.L. Tang and Mr. 
H.Y. Li for their patience, encouragement 
and time. 

Focus on Sports


